
African Rue originates 

from North Africa and 

the Asiatic deserts. The 

first  reported 

infestation in the United 

States  occurred near 

Deming, New Mexico, 

around 1928 for its use 

in making dyes. African 

Rue is primarily found 

in the southern New  

Mexico counties, but 

has been documented 

in north   western 

counties. 

 

             

Weed Highlight - African Rue 

Best Treatment Options 
 Mow prior to flowering 

and seed production. 
 Do not Mow After Seed 

Production-   Mowing 
flowered/seeding plants 
only furthers the spread of 
seed.  

 Repeatedly 
cutting off plant top will 
cause root stress (be sure 
to bag the cut plant to 
prevent seed spread). 

 Seed competitive grass-
es/native plants to inhibit  

 
   growth. 
 Chemical treatment should 

be done  before seed pro-
duction in spring and    
before frost in the fall. 
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Characteristics    
Many branched bushy 

perennial; 1-1.5 ft  high. 
Aggressive woody, root 

system with rhizomes. 
Prolific seed production; 

seed can remain viable in 
the soil for 2 or more 
years. 

Stems and leaves are 
smooth and fleshy with 
five-petaled, white      
flowers. 

Has a bitter, acrid taste & 
a disagreeable odor.      

African rue is toxic to 
livestock.  

 

New Mexico State University College of Agricultural, Consumer and                                                

Environmental Sciences and US Department of Agriculture. 



It’s that time of year, Spring is around the corner, weather is starting to warm up and many plants 
(native and non-native) are beginning to show signs of life.  Here are a few tips on brush & weed 
control items you need to be considering.  For more information don’t hesitate to call me (437-0231)
or come by the office at 401 Fairgrounds Rd. 
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NMSU Extension 

provides the people of 

New Mexico with 

practical, research-

based knowledge and 

programs to improve 

their quality of life. 

10 Guidelines on Brush Management 

By Tom Dominguez CEA- AG.  

Otero County 

                New Mexico rangelands sustain many species of weeds and brush.  Weed and brush 
intrusion can be caused by several factors, the major players being drought and over grazing.  When 
considering brush management one must consider several factors: methods, timing, and follow up 
maintenance of the rangeland.  A rangeland manager must have a specific goal in mind; taking into 
account all ranching enterprises and the environment.  Finally, managers must consider costs. 

Top Ten Misconceptions to Brush Control 

1)  “Bad Brush” -   Not all brush and weeds are bad and attempting to control 
undesirables can lead to damaging many of the desirable plants needed for wildlife 
species.  Wildlife such as deer depends on woody plants for food and cover.  In 
addition, take into consideration the spacing and layout of such brush.  “Honey Holes” 
can be developed or enhanced through proper management.  Plant I.D. is important to 
know and be able to categorize which plants benefit which wildlife species. 

2)  “Eradicating brush equals more grass.” -  For rangeland to recover or grasses to 
grow, there must be some sort of seed bank or reserve of desirable plants in the 
area.  Post treatment management of the area is very important.  Time must be given 
for plants to grow, re-establish, and seed.  If grazing is allowed too early there will be 
no seed bank and undesirable plants will make a quick recovery.  Low rainfall or 
drought conditions should also be taken into account. 

3)  “Killing brush will allow me to increase my income.” -  Weed and brush control is 
costly.  Things to consider are cost per acre, life of treatment, forage response, risk, 
and future costs of maintenance treatments.   

4)  “One shot will do!” -  Many brush treatments are short lived without a long term 
management plan.  After your initial treatment your “follow ups” should be less costly 
with the beginning of recovering your costs.   Best treatments you can hope for are 
80% to 85% kill.  Follow up with other treatments to make up the rest. 

5)  “A little does a little good, a lot does alotta good.” - Using more than the recommended 
rate will not ensure better success.  It may seem like you did a good job but at a higher 
cost.  Recommended rates are derived from research and tests and are calculated for the 
lowest cost and least impact on the environment.  Consult manufacturer, NRCS, Coop. 
Extension. 

6)  “I heard it through the grapevine.” -   Much of our knowledge comes from friends, 
neighbors, relatives or hear say.  Don’t take chances!  Read the label, consult the experts. 
(NRCS, Extension, Dealer, etc.)  Untested recommendations or rates could be hazardous to 
you, your crop, or the environment. 

7)  “Wait until it gets worth killing.” - It is easier and less costly to treat brush and weeds 
when they are small  (saplings, seedlings).  Small brush is less dense and overall takes less 
chemical to treat.  Downturn of desirable plants increases as brush increases in size and 
density.  In addition, large plants take up more light, nutrients, and water. 



Easements 
Agricultural Conservation 

Easement Program (ACEP) 

Healthy Forests Reserve Program 

(HFRP) 

 

Other Programs 
Agriculture Conservation 

Experienced Services (ACES) 

Conservation Innovation Grants 

(CIG) 

Emergency Watershed Protection 

Program (EWP) 

Small Watershed Rehabilitation 

Program 

Technical Service Providers 

(TSP) 

Voluntary Public Access and 

Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-

HIP) 

Financial Assistance 
Agricultural Management 

Assistance Program (AMA) 

Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) 

Conservation Stewardship Program 

(CSP) 

 

Partnership 
Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program (RCPP) 

 

Sacramento Mountains Hydrogeology Study  

The Otero County Cooperative Extension Service as a field office of NMSU is an 
equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find the most current reports online at:                    
http://geoinfo.nmt.edu/resources/water/

projects/SouthernSacramentos.html 

Helping 

People Help 

the Land. 

Page 3 We are online! Check us out on the web @ oteroswcd.org 
8)  “Let’s spray the whole pasture.” -  Not all areas of your rangeland have the potential to grow lush grass 
species.  Leave the ridges, slopes and hill tops to wildlife.  Treat those areas with deep, high organic soils 
more capable of recovering and sustaining the plants you are wanting. 

9)  “A Sea of Grass.” -  Chemical or mechanical brush control isn’t the definite cure to better pasture and 
more desirable plant communities.  Climate and plant characteristics are the greatest factors in the success 
of an application.  Management is also key.  Rest the given pasture to allow for establishment.  Consider 
stocking rates, long range planning, and monitoring.  Leave 350 lbs. to 750 lbs. residual forage/ac for short 
and mid grass communities. 

10) “Herbicides are unhealthy to the environment.” -  Herbicides are invaluable in the control and manage-
ment of brush and weeds.  Toxicity levels are outlined in the product labels.  Always read the label and follow 
directions accordingly.  Consult professionals, NRCS, or Extension personnel.  Minimize risks to yourself and 
the environment. 

FARM BILL 2014—The Farm Bill was signed into law on February 7th.  NRCS 
offers  voluntary  conservation programs that benefit both agricultural 
producers and the environment. To learn how to get started with NRCS, visit 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/getstarted 



 

Current SWCD Board of  Supervisors: 
Bill Mershon, Chairman 
Rick Baish, Vice Chairman 
Eddie Vigil, Secretary/Treasurer 
Bob Nichols, Supervisor 
Vacant, Supervisor 
James Evrage, Supervisor 
Jeff Rabon, Supervisor  

NRCS Staff: 
Adrian Tafoya, District Conservationist 
John Hartung, Soil Conservationist 
Mary Sanchez, Range Management Specialist 
Sam Gutierrez, Soil Conservation Technician 

Otero Soil and Water Conservation District 
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District board meetings are generally, the first 

Wednesday of each month at 9:30 am. The 

meetings are held in the same building, in  

the Forest Service's conference room located 

at  3463 Las Palomas Dr. 
FSA Staff: 
Lynn Muncy, County Executive Director 
Carol Ruiz, Program Technician  

District Employees: 
Victoria Milne, District Manager 
Leslie Tiley, Field Technician 

The USDA Alamogordo Service Center will be closed: 
May 26th - Memorial Day; July 4th - Independence Day 

The Otero SWCD is  an equal opportunity employer. 

3501 Mesa Village Dr.Alamogordo, NM 88310 (575) 437-3100 ext.3 

Otero Soil and Water Conservation District 

3501 Mesa Village Dr.  

Alamogordo, NM 88310 


