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NRCS Staff:
Adrian Tafoya, District Conservationist
Justine Reid, Range Management Specialist

WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

3501 Mesa Village Drive, Alamogordo, NM 88310 (575) 437-3100 x 3

District board meetings are generally, the first Wednesday of each month at 9:30 am. The meetings are held in the same
building, in the Forest Service's Guadalupe conference room located at 3463 Las Palomas Dr.
Current SWCD board of supervisors:
Bill Mershon, Chairman
Rick Baish, Vice Chairman
Jeff Rabon, Secretary/Treasurer
Eddie Vigil, Supervisor
Bob Nichols, Supervisor
Thomas Mendez, Supervisor
James Evrage, Supervisor

AND

NRCS Alamogordo Field Office Welcomes
New Range Management Specialist
The Alamogordo Field Office got a new NRCS Rangeland Management
Specialist. Justine Reid is a second-generation conservationist that started
working here in June. She will be servicing both rangeland and cropland
producers until NRCS staffing is replenished.
Justine was born and raised in Bad Axe, Michigan. She served as an Earth
Team volunteer in the NRCS Bad Axe Field Office where her father was the
District Conservationist. Upon graduating high school, she started on her
undergraduate work. She received two Bachelor’s Degrees from Eastern
New Mexico University: Animal & Dairy Science and Wildlife & Fisheries
Sciences. During her undergraduate career, she served as an Earth Team
volunteer with the Portales Field Office and then started the Pathways
program with the Alpine, TX Field Office. Once graduating from ENMU, she
finished her Pathways program with the Deming Field Office and was converted to a full-time Soil
Conservationist there.
Justine serviced producers out of the Lordsburg, Silver City, and Deming Field Offices. She worked with farmers
to install efficient irrigation systems, windbreaks, hedgerows, and control noxious weeds on many types of
farms and orchards. Ranchers benefitted from her help in planning livestock water systems, brush (mesquite
and creosote) control, and fencing for pasture management. Justine is currently working on pursuing further
education with graduate work through University of Nebraska – Lincoln in Agronomy, specializing in Range
Science and minoring in Entomology.
She is excited to have the opportunity to work out of the Alamogordo Field Office. She looks forward to bringing
her knowledge from around the state to the producers in Otero County.

Otero County Fair & Rodeo
Each year the Otero SWCD has a booth at the Otero County Fair.
Providing informational brochures on noxious weeds, building
homes for wildlife in our neighborhoods, the importance of native
pollinators and conservation coloring books for the kids. We try to
convey the importance of conserving our natural resources.
See you out there again this year!
For more information go to their website:

http://www.oterofair.com

We are online! Check us out on the web @ oteroswcd.org/
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FSA nomination period opens June 15, 2017

State Forestry Fall Seedling Distribution Sale
Santa Fe, NM – Fall may seem far off, but seedlings to plant before winter are available now
through the New Mexico State Forestry Division’s Conservation Seedling Program. Seedling
distribution began July 10, 2017. with thousands of tree seedlings available for planting before
winter. Getting seedlings in the ground now will help them be ready for the warm spring
growing period.
More than 80,000 seedlings and 50 species are available for public purchase this year. All sales
are first-come, first serve, so many species will likely sell out and won’t be available again until
the following year.
The cool fall months are perfect for planting seedlings and will allow them to become
established before they go dormant for the winter. Seedlings are available to landowners who
own at least one acre of land in New Mexico and who agree to use the trees for conservation
purposes including erosion control, wildlife habitat, reforestation, riparian restoration,
windbreak establishment, Christmas tree plantations and various conservation needs. Actual
distribution of tree seedlings will be September 12th through October 13, 2017. Last day for
orders will be October 6, 2017.
The order form and seedling information list are available at:
www.nmforestry.com or 505-476-3325 or - 476-3334.

Invasive Plants of Otero County
Invasive plants pose a serious threat to our natural resources. These plants/weeds increase production
costs for ranchers and farmers, destroy wildlife habitat, increase soil erosion rates on valuable
watershed areas and reduce the visual quality and access to our lands. They have no indigenous
enemies or diseases to manage their spread. They pose a threat to humans, wildlife, livestock, and to
the ecosystem. Since early detection and treatment are so important, the Otero County Commissioners
and the Otero Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Board of Supervisors continue to address
this problem along with our partners in the Otero County Cooperative Weed Management Area.
The following plants are listed as being invasive in Otero County:
African Rue
Hoary Cress
Leafy Spurge
Malta Star-thistle
Musk Thistle
Canada Thistle
Scotch Thistle

Diffuse Knapweed
Yellow Star-thistle
Yellow Toadflax
Russian Knapweed
Purple Loosestrife
Purple Star-thistle

Siberian Elm
Saltcedar
Russian Olive
Camelthorn
Halogenton
Teasel

Voting begins Nov. 6 and runs through Dec. 4, 2017.
The nomination period for local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees begins
June 15, 2017.
“County committees allow farmers and ranchers to make important decisions about how
federal farm programs are administered locally to best serve their needs,” said Acting FSA
Administrator Chris Beyerhelm. “We strongly encourage all eligible producers to visit their
local FSA office today to find out how to get involved in their county’s election. There’s an
increasing need for representation from underserved producers, which includes beginning,
women and other minority farmers and ranchers.”
County committees are made up of farmers and ranchers elected by other producers in their
communities to guide the delivery of farm programs at the local level. Committees consist
of three to 11 members and meet once a month or as needed to make decisions on disaster
and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs,
county office employment and other agricultural issues.
Members serve three-year terms. Nationwide there are more than 7,700 farmer and ranchers
serving on FSA county committees. Farmers and ranchers may nominate themselves or
others. Organizations may also nominate candidates. To be eligible to serve on an FSA
county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in an agency-administered
program, and reside in the local administrative area where the election is being held.
All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA
office by Aug. 1, 2017.

Check out the Interactive Mapping of our
noxious weed program and other projects.

oteroswcd.org

